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RIC Inaugurates a New Service

The Rare-earth Information Center is beginning a new, limited distri-
bution bulletin beginning with the item you are now reading. This bulletin
is called RIC Insight and will be one or two pages long. We are planning to
publish it onece a month, provided we have sufficient news or information we
wish to bring to your attention. BRIC Insight is being sent only to those
companies, or institutions who are supporting the Information Center. If
anyone else wishes to receive Insight, all they have to do is to become a
benefactor of RIC.

This new bulletin will have no effect on the RIC News, we will continue
to publish it as we have in the past — quarterly with 4 to 8 pages per
issue. The RIC News has over 7800 subscribers. In contrast RIC Insight
will be distributed to the 125+ benefactors of RIC.

As you are well aware, over the last few years there have been many new
and fast-moving developments in the sclence and technology of the rare
earths. This has presented difficulties for the RIC News — informatiom is
out dated when we go to press and we lack space to include all the material
we would like in each issue of the RIC News. With this new bulletin, at
least we will pget some of the latest developments into your hands faster
than through the RIC News. In some cases this Information may never appear
in the RIC Wews. Furthermore, as the name implies we plan to give you our
views and perspectives of various aspects of the rare earth field, 1.e. more
editorializing than we have been able to do In the RIC News.

Corrosion

A fairly recent development that needs to be watched closely is the use
of rare earths as inhibitors in aqueous corrosion and as coatings for corro-
sion protection. At this stage of research and development the rare earths
look extremely promising and exciting. This could be one of the big markets
for the rare earths in the mid- to late-1990's and beyond. Corrosion pro-

| tection is a multi-billion dollar industry, and just a small fraction of -
this market could be one of the bigpest rare earth markets volumewise. The
big impetus for the rare earths in corrosion protection is to replace many
of the environmentally unacceptable materials currently used by materials
which are non-toxle (and the rare earths are among them) and still afford
good corrosion protection, which the rare earths do surprisingly well.
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