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China Statistics - Correction

In the July 1, 1989 issue of RIC Insight we stated that the 1988 mine
production was up by 38X to 20840 metric tons REQ equivalent. The correct

number should be 29640 metric toms of rare earth concentrate. The amount of
rare earth products produced in 1988 was 18660 metric tons of REO

equivalent.

WIM-150 Mineral Sand Project

More details on the large western Victoria (Australia) minerals sand de-
posit have been released. The WIM-150 deposit is located about 300 km
northwest of Melbourne, 15 km southeast of Horsham. WIM stands for Wimmera
Industrial Minerals, which is a business unit of CRA Ltd. The proven re-
serves today amount to 580,000 mt of monazite and 170,000 mt of xenotime, in
addition to the usual rutile, ilmenite and zircon minerals. The addition of
these amounts of rare earths to the known reserves plus the preliminary a-
mounts from the Carr Boyd Mt., Weld deposit (see the last issue of RIC
Insight) puts Australia’'s rare earth reserves slightly ahead of those of
India into third place behind the U.S.A. (No. 2) and People’s Republic of
China (No. 1). 1In addition, CRA believes there are other deposits similar
to WIM-150 in several locations in western Victoria.

The mineral grain size of the WIM-150 deposit is extremely fine, averag-
ing about 50 microns, about 2 to 4 times smaller than that for most heavy
mineral grains. This small grain size makes it difficult to separate the
various minerals by the usual gravity and electrostatic methods. Apparently
this difficulty has been overcome by using a flotation process to concen-
trate and separate the minerals. The initial target production is 12,000
tons of monazite per year, and would account for ~ 10% of the earned reve-
nues, A decision will be made in 1991 whether to mine the deposit or not.
If in the affirmative, commercial production would commence in 1993, about
ten years after the initial discovery of the WIM-150 deposit.

¥,0, dispersed Titanium Alloys

A great deal of work is being carried out in several countries on high
strength oxide dispersed titanium alloys for the aircraft industry. The al-
loys are produced by rapid solidification of liquid titanium containing yt-
trium, which subsequently oxidizes by reaction with the interstitial oxygen
in the titanium. The resultant alloys consist of a fine dispersion (< 50
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