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Galfan Revised

The article concerning Galfan in the December 1, 1989 issue of RIC
Insight provoked a number of responses especially with regard to the amount
of mischmetal used per year. The main problem was that tonnage values quot-
ed for 1988 and projected for 1989 were the cumulative total values and not
the yearly values, as implied in an article written by the President of the
International Lead Zine Research Organization (ILZRO), who stated "Galfan
has shown exceptional growth - from 1,600 tonnes in 1982, its first year of
commercial production, to 365,000 tonnes in 1988, with 565,000 tonnes fore-
cast for 1989". These were the numbers gquoted in last month’'s RIC Insight.
4 letter dated December 13, 1989 by M. P. Roman, Director of GALFAN Techni-
cal Resource Center, ILZR0 informed me that these were cumulative numbers
and that the worldwide total for 1988 was 145,000 tons while the latest 1989
forecast is 240,000 tons which would make the cumulative 1989 total 610,000
tons, up 45,000 tons from the earlier projectien.

The other confusing thing is that these numbers refer to the amount of
"steel coated with Galfan" and pot the amount of Galfan alloy or zinc that
is used in their application. Unfeortunately all of the statistical data we
have seen strongly suggests that these values are the amount of Galfan.
This distinction was intitially pointed out by V. Willemart of Sassocon Metal
and Chemicals SA in Brussels and later confirmed by Mr. Roman, who is
responsible for these data., RIC thanks both of them for their comments and
assistance in this matter.

Using the latest data supplied by Mr. Roman of ILZRO we make the follow-
ing estimates for the amounts of Galfan and mischmetal used in 1989, all
units are metric tons.

Amount of Steel Amount of Amount of
Country{ies) Coated with Galfan Galfan® Mischmetalt
North American 30,000 1,500 0.8
Europe 100,000 5,000 2D
Japan 110,000 5,500 2.8
Totals 240,000 12,000 6.1

pssuming an average of 5% of the steel tomnage is Galfan.
bAssuming an average mischmetal content of 0.05%.
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